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Mission Statement 
Founded in 1942, the Entertainment Industry Foundation (EIF) is a multifaceted organization that 
occupies a unique place in the world of philanthropy. By mobilizing and leveraging the powerful voice 
and creative talents of the entire entertainment community, as well as cultivating the support of 
organizations (public and private) and philanthropists  committed to social responsibility, EIF builds 
awareness  and raises funds, developing and enhancing programs on the local, national and global 
level that facilitate positive social change. The Foundation also supports and encourages the 
philanthropic efforts of all members of the entertainment community.  

 
Focus 
EIF focuses on five critical areas:  health, education, the environment, hunger and volunteer service.  
EIF works to create a tipping point of change in these areas and in the way we, as a nation, solve 
problems, individually and collectively, to improve the lives of others. 

 
Approach 
EIF creates high-profile programs and events that address critical social issues, as well as those that 
inform, inspire and raise significant funds for sustainable initiatives that can stimulate innovation and 
transform lives. EIF also responds to urgent needs generated by natural disasters and national or 
international tragedies. 

 
Future 
EIF dedicates itself to advancing its mission.  By enhancing its existing programs and developing new 
ones, EIF will further contribute to the national and global effort to impact social change and improve 
the lives of others.  EIF’s access to media, talent and other entertainment industry assets, coupled 
with the generosity of supporters, has been a cornerstone for these accomplishments.  Yet there is 
much more work to be done. 
 

Board of Directors 
Sherry Lansing, Board Chair - Founder and CEO, Sherry Lansing Foundation  
Jeff Bader, Secretary - President, Program Planning, Strategy/Research, NBC Entertainment 
David Beaubaire - Executive Vice President, Creative - TriStar Productions 
Lynn Harris – Producer, Weimeraner Republic Pictures  
Dan Harrison - Executive Vice President, Strategic Program Planning, Fox Broadcasting 
Richard Lovett - President, Creative Artists Agency 
Peter Seymour - Executive Vice President & CFO, Disney/ABC Television Group 
Lewis Sharpstone - Partner, SingerLewak 
Chris Silbermann - Founding Partner, ICM Partners 
Jack Sussman, Executive Vice President, Specials, Music & Live Events, CBS Television 
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Programs 
 
STAND UP TO CANCER 

Since its inception in 2008, EIF’s Stand Up To Cancer (SU2C) program has raised millions as a result of 
a biennial televised event carried by 26 major networks and cable outlets, and aired in 195 countries.  
SU2C funds nearly 800 scientists across 101 major institutions that collaborate to develop new and 
promising cancer treatments for patients at a faster pace.  Funds are administered by SU2C’s scientific 
partner, the American Association for Cancer Research (AACR), the largest scientific organization in 
the world focusing on every aspect of high‐quality, innovative cancer research. AACR works with a 
Nobel Laureate‐led Scientific Advisory Committee, comprised of world‐ class scientists across several 
disciplines and patient advocates to identify the most promising projects to recommend for funding 
and provide expert review of research progress.  
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THINK IT UP 
EIF launched Think It Up (TIU), a new movement in America to ignite excitement for learning and 
establish education as the pathway to opportunity and success in our country.  By harnessing the 
collective power of celebrities and storytellers to create a high profile Hollywood/media effort for 
our schools, TIU in partnership with DonorsChoose.org, launched a national student-powered, 
teacher-led grants program to generate excitement and optimism about learning through project 
based experiences. This platform brought resources to public schools around the nation, addressing 
a vital need in highly marginalized communities.   
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HOLLYWOOD UNFILTERED 
EIF’s Hollywood Unfiltered program was created in 2001, in collaboration with the film industry, and 
in partnership with the Directors Guild of America, The Writers Guild of America, the Screen Actors 
Guild and the Motion Picture Association of America. This program places anti-smoking PSAs on DVDs 
of new G, PG and PG-13 rated movies.  To date, more than 100 million DVDs include an anti-smoking 
PSA.  
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HUNGER IS  
Academy Award®- nominated actress Viola Davis, together with the Entertainment Industry 
Foundation (EIF) and The Albertsons Companies Foundation launched Hunger Is, a joint charitable 
program designed to raise awareness and funds to fight childhood hunger in the United States.  The 
year-round campaign encourages individuals and communities to get involved in solving a widespread 
problem that too often goes unnoticed. Funds raised through the initiative support programs focused 
on eradicating childhood hunger and improving health-related outcomes, enabling children to have a 
healthy start to their day and the best chance to excel.  
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XQ Institute 

 
XQ Institute and the Entertainment Industry Foundation (EIF) invited the public to help rethink the future of 
American high schools with a special one-hour event, “EIF Presents: XQ Super School Live” that aired on 
September 8, 2017. This live broadcast combined live musical, comedy and documentary segments to bring 
to life the past, present and future of the American high school system.  
 
Over the past 100 years, the United States has gone from the typewriter to the touchscreen and the 
switchboard to the smartphone, yet its high schools have remained virtually unchanged. To prepare 
America’s youth for the 21st century, high schools must be rethought and reshaped so every student can 
succeed in college, career and life. XQ seeks to bring Americans together to create new school models 
reflecting the needs and experiences of the students they serve. 
 
The broadcast challenged viewers to understand that transforming high school education is crucial for the 
future of our country. And, it showed how educators, parents, school administrators, entrepreneurs, business 
leaders and students can serve as key influencers of change. This challenge of reshaping the education 
system starts at the local level, requiring each and every person to come to the table with a shared 
commitment to ignite change. The telecast gave viewers insight into how to spark this transformation and 
tools to initiate the process within their communities.   
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Grantees 
 
Education  
 

Academy of Country Music (ACM) Lifting Lives  
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Greater Los Angeles  
Communities In Schools Los Angeles  
DonorsChoose.org  
EL Education  
i.am.angel Foundation  
Ideal Youth, Inc.  
Jamie Foxx Foundation  
Kansas State University Foundation - Stonestreet 

Scholarship Fund  
K-State Athletics  
Parents Association Colfax Elementary  
Santa Monica Rep  
Thurgood Marshall College Fund  
Turnaround Arts California  
UCLA Foundation  
VH1 Save the Music Foundation  
 

Environment  
 

Best Friends Animal Society  
Tallahatchie River Foundation  
Whitaker Peace & Development Initiative  
 

Health  
 

American Association for Cancer Research 
(AACR)  

Americans for Cures Foundation  
Assistance in Healthcare Zion  
Beckman Research Institute of City of Hope  
Breast Cancer Research Foundation (BCRF)  
Children's Hospital of Philadelphia  
Christopher's Haven  
Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory  
Columbia University  
Epidermolysis Bullosa Medical Research 

Foundation  
Erasmus Medical Center  
Friends of Cancer Research  

 
Harvard Medical School Dana-Farber Cancer 

Institute  
Hubrecht Institute, Utrecht, The Netherlands  
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai  
Injured Marine Semper Fi Fund  
Institute for Advanced Study (IAS)  
Jenesse Center  
Joan & Sanford I. Weill Medical College of 

Cornell University  
Johns Hopkins University  
Jonsson Comprehensive Cancer Center/UCLA  
Kansas Concerns of Police Survivors  
Massachusetts General Hospital  
Medical University of South Carolina  
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center  
MIT-Koch Institute for Integrative Cancer 

Research  
Motion Picture and Television Fund  
National Cancer Institute  
Netherlands Kanker Institute  
Partners Advancing Values in Education (PAVE)  
Princess Margaret Cancer Centre  
Project Angel Food  
SAG-AFTRA Foundation  
Salk Institute  
Stanford University  
The Bradley Charles Cooper Foundation  
Translational Genomics Research Institute  
True Insight Spiritual Center  
Trustees of Boston College  
University Medical Center Utrecht, Utrecht, The 

Netherlands  
University of California Los Angeles (UCLA)  
University of California San Diego  
University of California San Francisco  
University of California, Davis  
University of Michigan  
University of Pennsylvania  
University of Pittsburgh 
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University of Texas - MD Anderson Cancer 
Center  

University of Texas Southwestern Medical 
Center  

University of Washington  
V Foundation for Cancer Research  
Van Andel Research Institute  
Vanderbilt University Medical Center  
 

Hunger  
 

Alameda County Community Food Bank  
ALIVE!  
Amador Tuolomne Community Resources  
Arizona Brainfood  
Bean's Cafe  
Boys & Girls Club of Brockton  
Capital Area Food Bank of DC  
Care and Share, Inc.  
Center for Hunger-Free Communities  
Central Texas Food Bank  
Community Food Bank of Southern Arizona  
Cooking Matters Colorado  
Desert Mission  
El Pasoans Fighting Hunger Food Bank  
Emergency Food Network of Tacoma and Pierce 

County  
End Hunger Connecticut!, Inc  
Ephesian Community Food Share  
Feeding America  
Feeding America Riverside and San Bernardino 

Counties  
Feeding America San Diego  
Feeding America Tampa Bay  
Feeding South Dakota  
Feeding South Florida  
FIND Food Bank (Food In Need of Distribution)  
Food Bank Coalition of San Luis Obispo County  
Food Bank for Larimer County  
Food Bank for Monterey County  
Food Bank of Northwest Louisiana  
Food Bank of Alaska  
Food Bank of Contra Costa and Solano  
Food Bank of Delaware  
Food Bank of Northern Nevada  
Food Bank of South Jersey  
Food Bank of the Rockies  
FOOD for Lane County  
Food Research & Action Center (FRAC)  
Food Research & Action Center (FRAC) dba D.C. 

Hunger Solutions  

Food Research & Action Center (FRAC) dba 
Maryland Hunger Solutions  

FOOD Share  
FOOD, Inc. dba Community Food Bank  
Foodbank of Santa Barbara County  
Galloping Grace Youth Ranch  
Good Shepherd Food Bank  
Greater Baton Rouge Food Bank  
H.E.L.P Helping Earth Loving People  
Harvest Regional Food Bank  
Hawaii Appleseed Center for Law & Economic 

Justice  
Hawaii Foodbank  
Houston Food Bank  
Hunger Free America  
Hunger Free Vermont  
Hunger Solutions New York, Inc.  
Idaho Foodbank Warehouse  
Illinois Hunger Coalition  
Institute for Local Government - California 

Summer Meals Coalition  
Issaquah Schools Foundation  
Jacobs & Cushman San Diego Food Bank  
Jeffco Action Center  
Kids' Kitchen  
Kitchen on the Street  
Los Angeles Fund for Public Education  
Los Angeles Regional Food Bank  
Minnie's Food Pantry  
Montana Food Bank Network  
Mountain Resource Center  
Nebraska Appleseed Center for Law in the 

Public Interest  
New Hampshire Catholic Charities dba New 

Hampshire Food Bank  
NH Hunger Solutions  
North Texas Food Bank  
Northern Illinois Food Bank  
Northwest Harvest/EMM  
Olive Crest  
Overlake Service League dba Bellevue LifeSpring  
Partners for a Hunger-Free Oregon  
Partnership for Children and Youth  
Placer Food Bank  
Preble Street, Inc.  
Redwood Empire Food Bank  
Regional East Texas Food Bank  
Rhode Island Community Food Bank Association  
Roadrunner Food Bank 
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Second Harvest Food Bank of Greater New Orleans and Acadiana  
Second Harvest Food Bank of Orange County  
Second Harvest Food Bank of San Joaquin and Stanislaus Counties  
Second Harvest Food Bank of Santa Clara and San Mateo Counties  
Second Harvest Food Bank Santa Cruz County  
Second Harvest Inland Northwest  
SF - Marin Food Bank  
SFUSD's Future Dining Experience  
Share Our Strength (No Kid Hungry Bay Area)  
Share Our Strength (No Kid Hungry Los Angeles)  
Share Our Strength (No Kid Hungry Montana)  
Share Our Strength-Cooking Matters Colorado  
Share Our Strength-No Kid Hungry  
Share Our Strength-No Kid Hungry in Maryland  
St. Mary's Food Bank Alliance  
Sunshine Division  
Texas Hunger Initiative of Baylor University  
The Campus Kitchens Project  
The Emergency Feeding Program of Seattle and King County  
The FoodBank of Monmouth and Ocean Counties, Inc.  
The Go Green Initiative  
The Greater Boston Food Bank, Inc.  
The Greater Philadelphia Coalition Against Hunger  
The Salvation Army National Capital Area Command  
The Salvation Army, A Georgia Corporation  
Three Square Food Bank  
United Food Bank  
United Labor Agency of Nevada  
United Way of King County  
Vermont Foodbank  
Virginia Poverty Law Center   
Weld Food Bank  
WhyHunger  
Worcester County Food Bank   
Wyoming Afterschool Alliance  
Yuma Community Food Bank 
 

Volunteerism  
 

City Year Los Angeles 
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