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Innovation Summit 
Early Detection, Screening, and Treatment for Anal and Oropharyngeal Cancers 

(Version: January 26, 2026) 
 

Thursday, January 29, 2026 
8:00 a.m. – 2:45 p.m. 

The Langham Huntington, Pasadena, California 
 
• Stand Up To Cancer (SU2C) in collaboration with the Farrah Fawcett Foundation will be the engine to 

convene researchers focusing on topics related to early detection, screening, and treatment for HPV-
related tumor in the anus and oropharynx at an in-person Innovation Summit in early 2026. The best way 
to combat cancers and to accelerate impactful outcomes is through the power of collaboration. 
Collaboration has been a cornerstone of SU2C since day one.  
 

• The goal of the Innovation Summit is to have the most cutting-edge researchers brainstorm to bring the 
best ideas forward for what will ultimately achieve the greatest benefit to the anal and oropharyngeal 
cancers population. 
 

• Post-summit, SU2C will distribute an RFA, and ultimately, we will launch a dedicated Research Team on 
early detection, screening, and treatment for anal and oropharyngeal cancers.  
 

• When we all come together, anal and oropharyngeal cancers don’t stand a chance. 
 
 
 
AGENDA 
Wednesday, January 28, 2026 
 
3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  Hotel Check-in/Meeting Check-in 
    Front Lobby/Huntington Ballroom Foyer 
 
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.  Dinner Available  
    Viennese Ballroom 
 
7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  Documentary Viewing 
    Cracking the Code: Phil Sharp and the Biotech Revolution 
    Viennese Ballroom 
 
9:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.  Panel Discussion  
    Viennese Ballroom 
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Thursday, January 29, 2026 
 
7:00 a.m. – 7:45 a.m.   Breakfast 

Huntington Ballroom I 
 

7:45 a.m. – 8:00 a.m.  Break and Transfer to Innovation Summit in Huntington Ballroom II & III 
Huntington Ballroom Foyer 

 
8:00 a.m. – 8:05 a.m.  Welcome and Introductions 
    Lawrence Piro, MD, The Angeles Clinic and Research Institute, Cedars-Sinai 
    Huntington Ballroom II & III 
 
8:05 a.m. – 10:15 a.m.  Session 1: State of the Fields: Anal and Oropharyngeal Cancers 

Moderator: James Gulley, MD, PhD, National Cancer Institute 
 Huntington Ballroom II & III 
 
8:05 a.m. – 8:35 a.m. Screening for anal cancer in high-risk and low-risk populations 
 Joel Palefsky, MD, University of California at San Francisco 
 
8:35 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. HPV-Associated Oropharynx Cancer - Update and Opportunities 
 Barbara Burtness, MD, Yale University 
 
9:00 a.m. – 9:20 a.m. Reducing the burden of anal cancer: From natural history to screening and early 

detection  
Nicolas Wentzensen, MD, PhD, MS, National Cancer Institute 

 
9:20 a.m. – 9:40 a.m.  Understanding the Oropharyngeal and Anal Premalignancy-to-Cancer Transition 

at Single-Cell Resolution: New Targets for Prevention and Treatment 
 J. Silvio Gutkind, PhD, University of California at San Diego 
 
9:40 a.m. – 9:55 a.m. Preventing HPV-associated disease by gender-neutral vaccination and herd 

protection  
Douglas R. Lowy, MD, National Cancer Institute 

 
9:55 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. Discussion: Questions about the presentations; targets identified for screening 

and therapy 
 
10:15 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.  Break 
 
10:30 a.m. – 12:55 p.m. Session 2: Promising Concepts for Enhanced Early Detection, Screening, and 

Treatment 
Moderators: Nicolas Wentzensen, MD, PhD, MS, National Cancer Institute; J. 
Silvio Gutkind, PhD, University of California at San Diego; Joel Palefsky, MD, 
University of California at San Francisco 
Huntington Ballroom II & III 

 
10:30 a.m. – 10:40 p.m. STAR-AC: Strategic Approaches to Anal Cancer: ctDNA and HPV MRD Biomarkers 

for Resistance Detection and BioVU-Driven Therapeutic Discovery 
 Cathy Eng, MD, Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer Center 
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10:40 a.m. – 10:50 a.m. PACER-HPV: ctDNA-guided Early Retifanlimab in High-Risk Anal Squamous Cell 

Carcinoma (ASCC) 
 Paul Romesser, MD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 
 
10:50 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Validating a Genomic Screening Test for Early Detection of Anal Cancer in High-

Risk Individuals 
 Keith Sigel, MD, PhD, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
 
11:00 a.m. – 11:10 a.m. Discussion 
 
11:10 a.m. – 11:20 a.m. Real-time multimodal ctDNA and imaging dynamics for adaptive treatment in 

HPV+ oropharyngeal cancer 
 Bill Diplas, MD, PhD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 
 
11:20 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. A dual saliva-based assay targeting mutations and HPV-DNA for oropharyngeal 

cancer surveillance 
 Evgeny Izumchenko, PhD, The University of Chicago 
 
11:30 a.m. – 11:40 a.m. Ultrasensitive blood-based approaches for HPV cancer and precancer early 

detection 
 Daniel Faden, MD, Harvard Medical School 
 
11:40 a.m. – 11:50 a.m. Biomarker-Guided Treatment of Patients with HPV-Related Oropharyngeal Cancer 
 James Bates, MD, Winship Cancer Institute, Emory University 
 
11:50 a.m. – 12:05 p.m. Discussion 
 
12:05 p.m. – 12:15 p.m. New Treatment Options for HPV-Related Cancers with Spherical Nucleic Acid 

Vaccines 
 Chad Mirkin, PhD and Jochen Lorch, MD, Northwestern University 
 
12:15 p.m. – 12:25 p.m. Ultrasensitive Detection of LINE-1 ORF1p for Early Detection of Oropharyngeal 

and Anal Cancers 
 Martin Taylor, MD, PhD, Brown University 
 
12:25 p.m. – 12:35 p.m. Discussion 
 
12:35 p.m. – 12:50 p.m.  A Conversation That Can’t Wait: Advancing Anal Cancer Awareness & Care 
 Lillian Kreppel and Isabella Johnson, MPH, HPV Cancers Alliance 
 
12:50 p.m. – 12:55 p.m.  Discussion 
 
12:55 p.m. – 2:15 p.m. Working Lunch Session 3: Identifying Unmet Needs in Anal and Oropharyngeal 

Cancer Early Detection and Screening and Ways to Address Those Unmet Needs 
Lunch available in Huntington Ballroom Foyer; return to dine in Huntington 
Ballroom II & III 
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    Working Lunch Group Discussions 
    Questions to address: 

What are the unmet needs for anal and oropharyngeal cancer early detection, 
screening, and treatment? 
How can these unmet needs be addressed? 
What projects and resources are needed to address the unmet needs? 
How can nonprofit funding support addressing the unmet needs? 
What is the call to action? 

 
2:15 p.m. – 2:40 p.m.  Group read-outs and discussion 
    Moderator: James Gulley, MD, PhD, National Cancer Institute 

Huntington Ballroom II & III 
 
2:40 p.m. – 2:45 p.m.  Concluding comments 
    Lawrence Piro, MD, The Angeles Clinic and Research Institute, Cedars-Sinai 

Huntington Ballroom II & III 
 
 

 


