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Innovation Summit 
Approaches Towards Detecting and Treating Early Onset Cancers 

(Version: January 29, 2026) 
 

Saturday, January 31, 2026 
8:00 a.m. – 6:30 p.m. 

The Langham Huntington, Pasadena, California 
 
• Stand Up To Cancer (SU2C) will convene researchers focusing on topics related to early onset cancers at an 

in-person Innovation Summit in early 2026. The best way to combat cancers and to accelerate impactful 
outcomes is through the power of collaboration. Collaboration has been a cornerstone of SU2C since day 
one.  

• The goal of the Innovation Summit is to have the most cutting-edge researchers brainstorm to bring the 
best ideas forward for what will ultimately achieve the greatest benefit to the patients experiencing cancer 
at young ages. 

• The overall programmatic goal is to fund translational trials for early prevention and detection of early 
onset cancers. Screening, liquid biopsy, nutrition intervention, novel therapeutics in certain high-risk 
populations, and use of AI tools for risk stratification are examples of ideas to consider. Questions to 
consider include: How to build tools for use in the clinic? How to apply tools to this clinical problem? 
What’s ready for translation in terms of new diagnostics and/or therapeutics? 

• Post-summit, SU2C will work with funding collaborators to prepare and distribute an RFA, and ultimately, 
we will launch a dedicated Research Team on early onset cancers co-branded with the participating funding 
organizations.  

• When we all come together, cancer doesn’t stand a chance.  

 
 
 
AGENDA 
 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 30, 2026 
 
3:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.  Hotel Check-In/Meeting Check-In 
    Front Lobby/Huntington Ballroom Foyer 
 
7:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.  Dinner 

Huntington Ballroom II & III 
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 31, 2026 
 
7:00 a.m. – 7:45 a.m.  Breakfast 
    Huntington Ballroom I 
 
7:45 a.m. – 8:00 a.m.  Break and Transfer to Innovation Summit in Huntington Ballroom II & III 
    Huntington Ballroom Foyer 
 
8:00 a.m. – 8:05 a.m.   Welcome and Introduction 

Kimryn Rathmell, MD, PhD, MMHC, The Ohio State University Comprehensive 
Cancer Center – James Cancer Hospital and Solove Research Institute 
Huntington Ballroom II & III 

 
8:05 a.m. – 8:50 a.m.  Session 1: Summaries from recent meetings on Early Onset Cancers 

Moderator: Kimryn Rathmell, MD, PhD, MMHC, The Ohio State University 
Comprehensive Cancer Center – James Cancer Hospital and Solove Research 
Institute 
Huntington Ballroom II & III 

 
8:05 a.m. – 8:15 a.m. EACR-Mark Foundation Joint Conference: The Rise of Early-Onset Cancers - 

Biology, Causes, and Detection 
Yin Cao, ScD, MPH, Washington University in St Louis 
 

8:15 a.m. – 8:25 a.m. AACR Special Conference in Cancer Research: The Rise in Early-Onset Cancers—
Knowledge Gaps and Research Opportunities 
Andrea Cercek, MD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 

 
8:25 a.m. – 8:35 a.m.  Global Early Onset Colorectal Cancer Think Tank 

Andrew Chan, MD, MPH, Massachusetts General Hospital, Harvard Medical 
School 

 
8:35 a.m. – 8:50 a.m.  Discussion 
 
8:50 a.m. – 9:50 a.m. Session 2: Strategies for interception and early detection in younger 

populations  
Moderator: Andrew Chan, MD, MPH, Massachusetts General Hospital, Harvard 
Medical School 
Huntington Ballroom II & III 

 
8:50 a.m. – 9:05 a.m.  Emerging Strategies for Early Detection of Colorectal Cancer in Young Adults 
    Folasade P. May, MD, PhD, MPhil, David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 
 
9:05 a.m. – 9:20 a.m.  Early onset breast cancer - rethinking susceptibility 
    Mary Beth Terry, PhD, Columbia University, Silent Spring Institute 
 
9:20 a.m. – 9:35 a.m.  What do we know about lung cancer in younger patients? 
    Lecia V. Sequist, MD, MPH, Massachusetts General Hospital 
 
9:35 a.m. – 9:50 a.m.  Discussion 

https://eacr.org/conference/markfoundation2025?utm_source=eCancer&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=RISE25&utm_content=
https://eacr.org/conference/markfoundation2025?utm_source=eCancer&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=RISE25&utm_content=
https://www.aacr.org/meeting/aacr-special-conference-in-cancer-research-the-rise-in-early-onset-cancers-knowledge-gaps-and-research-opportunities/program/
https://www.aacr.org/meeting/aacr-special-conference-in-cancer-research-the-rise-in-early-onset-cancers-knowledge-gaps-and-research-opportunities/program/
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/fightcolorectalcancer.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/2025-Think-Tank-Summary-Report_Web.pdf
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9:50 a.m. – 10:10 a.m. Break 
    Huntington Ballroom Foyer 
 
10:10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. Session 3: Metabolic dysregulation, diet, and microbiome 
 Moderator: David A. Drew, PhD, Massachusetts General Hospital and Harvard 

Medical School 
Huntington Ballroom II & III 

 
10:10 a.m. – 10:25 a.m. Unraveling the determinants of adiposity and cardiometabolic health in cancer 
    Long Nguyen, MD, MS, Massachusetts General Hospital 
 
10:25 a.m. – 10:40 a.m. Circadian Disruption: Emerging Risk Factor for Colorectal Cancer 

Faraz Bishehsari, MD, PhD, The University of Texas Health Science Center at 
Houston 

 
10:40 a.m. – 10:55 a.m. Metabolic changes as a consequence of organ dysfunction for early cancer 

detection 
    Matthew Vander Heiden, MD, PhD, Koch Institute at MIT 
 
10:55 a.m. – 11:10 a.m. Microbiome induced genotype: phenotype convergence drives early onset 

colorectal cancer 
    Karuna Ganesh, MD, PhD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 
 
11:10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. Discussion 
 
11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Lunch 
    Huntington Ballroom I 
 
12:30 p.m. – 1:50 p.m. Session 4: Exposome  
    Moderator: Andrea Cercek, MD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 

Huntington Ballroom II & III 
 
12:30 p.m. – 12:45 p.m. Are environmental chemicals causing early-onset cancer? 
    Gary Patti, PhD, Washington University in St. Louis 
 
12:45 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. Integrating Exposomics and Multi-omics to Investigate Cancer Etiology 
    Peng Gao, PhD, Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health 
 
1:00 p.m. – 1:15 p.m.  Geospatial Analytics for the Exposome of Cancer 
    Trang VoPham, PhD, MS, Fred Hutchinson Cancer Center 
 
1:15 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. Examining Early Life Exposures that Shape Adult Health Risks: Insights from Birth 

Cohorts 
    Zeyan Liew, PhD, MPH, Yale School of Public Health 
 
1:30 p.m. – 1:50 p.m.  Discussion 
 
1:50 p.m. – 2:10 p.m.  Break 
    Huntington Ballroom Foyer 
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2:10 p.m. – 3:50 p.m. Session 5: Immune fitness and accelerated aging 
 Moderator: Yin Cao, ScD, MPH, Washington University in St Louis 

Huntington Ballroom II & III 
 
2:10 p.m. – 2:25 p.m.  Environmental exposures and the initiation of cancer-prone chronic inflammation 

Shawn Demehri, MD, PhD, Harvard Medical School, Broad Institute, 
Massachusetts General Hospital 

 
2:25 p.m. – 2:40 p.m. A Complex TIME- the role of the aging tumor immune microenvironment in 

cancer progression 
Ashani Weeraratna, PhD, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health and 
School of Medicine 

 
2:40 p.m. – 2:55 p.m.  Dietary control of intestinal stem cells in cancer 

Omer Yilmaz, MD, PhD, Koch Institute for Integrative Cancer Research at 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

 
2:55 p.m. – 3:10 p.m.  Consequences of chronic inflammation that predisposes to cancer 
    Thaddeus Stappenbeck, MD, PhD, Cleveland Clinic Lerner Research Institute 
 
3:10 p.m. – 3:25 p.m.  Impact of Epigenetics in Immune Fitness, Aging and Cancer 
    Manel Esteller, MD, PhD 
 
3:25 p.m. - 3:50 p.m.  Discussion 
 
3:50 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. Break 
 Huntington Ballroom Foyer 
 
4:00 p.m. – 5:40 p.m. Breakout Groups 
 Huntington Ballroom II & III 
 
 Questions to address: 
 What are the unmet understandings regarding early onset cancers? 

How can these unmet needs be addressed? 
What projects and resources are needed to address the unmet understandings? 
What is the call to action? 
Consider translational concepts and patient facing solutions    

 
5:40 p.m. – 6:20 p.m.  Group Read-Outs and Discussion 

Moderator: Andrew Chan, MD, MPH, Massachusetts General Hospital, Harvard 
Medical School 
Huntington Ballroom II & III 

 
6:20 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.  Concluding Remarks 

Kimryn Rathmell, MD, PhD, MMHC, The Ohio State University Comprehensive 
Cancer Center – James Cancer Hospital and Solove Research Institute 
Huntington Ballroom II & III 
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6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. Break and Transfer to Dinner 
    Huntington Ballroom Foyer 
 
7:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.  Dinner 
    Quick table highlights from the day    
    Huntington Ballroom I     
 
 
 
 
 
Supported by: 
 
 


