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Innovation Summit 
Breakthrough Pathways in Malignant Glioma: A Disease of the Neural Ecosystem 

(Version: January 27, 2026) 
 

Main Session: January 31, 2026 
Discussion: February 1, 2026 

The Langham Huntington, Pasadena, California 
 
• Stand Up To Cancer (SU2C) will be the engine to convene the best and brightest in the world for malignant 

glioma research at an early 2026 in-person Innovation Summit focused on defining breakthrough pathways 
for detection and treatment of brain cancer. We know the best way to combat this disease and accelerate 
impactful treatment is through the power of collaboration, which has been a cornerstone of SU2C since 
day one.  
 

• The goals of the Innovation Summit are: (1) to bring together the most cutting-edge researchers to 
brainstorm the most innovative ideas for what will ultimately achieve the greatest benefit to malignant 
glioma patients, children and young adult (CAYA) patients as well as adult patients, (2) to integrate 
disparate fields of research – neuroscience, immunology, epigenetics, and metabolism – into a cohesive 
and compelling framework which directly addresses the core challenges of glioma biology, and (3) to align 
towards a collaborative, paradigm-shifting ethos required to generate breakthrough ideas towards 
conquering these diseases.  
 

• The key opportunity for this Innovation Summit is to reframe the central scientific discussion around 
malignant glioma. Instead of viewing the tumor as an isolated cellular mass, this Innovation Summit will 
conceptualize malignant gliomas as a dynamic, integrated, and evolving ecosystem that actively 
communicates with, co-opts, and manipulates its host environment – the brain itself. This perspective shift 
is not only conceptual but also validated by a wave of recent, high-impact research that opens entirely new 
avenues for therapeutic intervention. 
 

• Post-summit, SU2C will distribute an RFA, and ultimately, compose a dedicated “Dream Team” with the 
potential to cure malignant gliomas following the game-changing RFA criteria required and co-branded 
with the participating funding organizations.  
 

• We are coming together to discuss how to cure malignant gliomas. Patient Advocates are here to share 
their journeys, to help guide participants towards options which will be feasible for patients, and to 
outreach with others about the upcoming RFA to aid in bringing the most promising research opportunities 
forward for funding. Researchers are here to identify the most promising options for patients and 
afterwards guide academic research moving forward. Nonprofits are here to share outcomes from research 
funded which has high impact for patients and to consider coming together with SU2C and other funders 
towards a larger scale initiative. Companies are here to share information about their research and pipeline 
towards promising outcomes for patients and to consider donating assets and funds towards this large-
scale research initiative.  
 

• When we all come together, malignant gliomas don’t stand a chance. 
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AGENDA: FRIDAY, JANUARY 30, 2026 
 
3:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.  Hotel Check-In/Meeting Check-In 
    Front Desk/Huntington Ballroom Foyer 
 
5:30 p.m. – 7:15 p.m.  Break  
    Huntington Ballroom Foyer 
 
7:15 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.  Transfer to Dinner 
    Huntington Ballroom Foyer 
 
7:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.  Dinner 

Huntington Ballroom II & III 
 
 
 
 
AGENDA: SATURDAY, JANUARY 31, 2026 
 
6:00 a.m. – 6:45 a.m.       Breakfast 
    Huntington Ballroom I 
 
6:45 a.m. – 7:00 a.m.  Break and Transfer to SU2C Innovation Summit in Viennese Ballroom 
 
7:00 a.m. – 7:05 a.m.  Welcome and Introductions 
    William G. Nelson, MD, PhD, DSc, Johns Hopkins University 
    Viennese Ballroom 
 
7:05 a.m. – 8:15 a.m.  Session 1: State of the Fields: CAYA and Adult Malignant Glioma 

Moderator: Scott A. Armstrong, MD, PhD, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 
 Viennese Ballroom 
 
7:05 a.m. – 7:24 a.m.  The neuroscience of brain cancers 
    Michelle Monje, MD, PhD, Stanford University  
 
7:24 a.m. – 7:39 a.m.   Initiation and progression of IDH-mutant gliomas 

Bradley E. Bernstein, MD, PhD, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, Harvard Medical 
School 

 
7:39 a.m. – 7:54 a.m. Malignant Gliomas of Children and Adults: Clinical and Research Perspectives 

Peter Dirks, MD, PhD, The Hospital of Sick Children, University of Toronto 
 
7:54 a.m. – 8:15 a.m.  Discussion 

Question to Address:  
What are the links between epigenetic blocking and synaptic integration? 
What is the role of p53 in high-grade gliomas? 
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8:15 a.m. – 9:55 a.m.  Session 2: Understanding of Glioma Initiation and Progression 
Moderator: Mariella G. Filbin, MD, PhD, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, Boston 
Children’s Hospital, Harvard Medical School 
Viennese Ballroom 

 
8:15 a.m. – 8:29 a.m.  Leveraging viral mimicry to potentiate immunotherapy for glioblastoma  

Ashish H. Shah, MD, University of Miami 
 
8:29 a.m. – 8:43 a.m.  How gliomas resist T cells 

Michael Platten, MD, German Cancer Research Center (DKFZ), University Hospital 
Mannheim, Heidelberg University 

 
8:43 a.m. – 8:57 a.m.  Measuring and targeting altered metabolism in brain cancer 

Daniel R. Wahl, MD, PhD, University of Michigan 
 

8:57 a.m. – 9:11 a.m.  Redefining and targeting immunosuppressive myeloid cells in glioma 
 Tyler Miller, MD, PhD, Case Western Reserve University 
 
9:11 a.m. – 9:25 a.m. Disconnection of malignant neuro-cancer networks in glioma: a new therapeutic 

paradigm 
Frank Winkler, MD, German Cancer Research Center (DKFZ), University Hospital 
Heidelberg 

 
9:25 a.m. – 9:50 a.m.  Discussion 

Questions to address: What is the synergy between immune access and physical 
networks? Do tumor microtubes exclude T cells?  
Ohio State has highlighted PGM3, an enzyme that fuels glioblastoma by running 
the hexosamine biosynthesis pathway (HBP). What is the potential here? 
   

9:50 a.m. – 10:05 a.m. Break 
    Viennese Ballroom Foyer 
 
10:05 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. Session 3: Emerging Therapeutic Delivery Frontiers 

Moderator: Nicholas Butowski, MD, University of California at San Francisco 
Viennese Ballroom  

 
10:05 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. Mutant IDH Inhibitors for Glioma Patients: From Discovery to Translation to 

Treatment 
 Katherine B. Peters, MD, PhD, Duke University 
 
10:15 a.m. – 10:25 a.m. Discovery and development of the first FDA approved drug for diffuse midline 

gliomas: a collaborative story  
 Joshua Allen, PhD, Jazz Pharmaceuticals 
 
10:25 a.m. – 10:35 a.m. Utility of BBB opening and AI-based recurrence forecasting for improving the 

management of GBM 
Graeme Woodworth, MD, University of Maryland 
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10:35 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. Sonodynamic Therapy For High Grade Glioma: A Diffuse Solution for a Diffuse 
Disease 

 Vijay Agarwal, MD, Montefiore Medical Center, The University Hospital for the 
Albert Einstein College of Medicine 

 
10:45 a.m. – 10:55 a.m. Convection Enhanced Delivery of Reyobiq for Glioblastoma 

Andrew Brenner, MD, PhD, Mays Cancer Center at The University of Texas Health 
Science Center at San Antonio 

 
10:55 a.m. – 11:05 a.m. Polarizing Anti-Tumor Myeloid Cells in Glioblastoma 

Christopher Garris, PhD, Massachusetts General Hospital, Harvard Medical 
School 

 
11:05 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. Discussion 
 Questions to address:  

How do these modalities and delivery systems alter the immune and/or 
metabolic microenvironment? 
Is it true that the blood-brain-barrier is exposed or destroyed in brain cancer 
patients? 

 
11:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. Session 4: Charting the Path Forward: Unmet Needs, Trial Design, and 

Regulatory Pathways: Panel Discussion 
Moderator: William G. Nelson, MD, PhD, DSc, Johns Hopkins University 

 Viennese Ballroom 
 
11:30 a.m. – 11:38 a.m. Why Compassion Arrives Last — and How We Can Change That 
    Jason Binder 
 
11:38 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Panelists: 

GBM AGILE: Timothy F. Cloughesy, MD, UCLA 
Rational combination design, CONNECT TarGeT: Margot Lazow, MD, MS, 
Nationwide Children’s Hospital 
5G trial, funder perspective: Catherine Elliott, Cancer Research UK 
Neuro-oncology drug development: Mark Kieran, Day One Biopharmaceuticals 
Patient advocate perspective: Robert Martin, MBA, Bridge to a Cure 
GBM AI Agent and caregiver perspective: Jason Binder 

 
12:00 p.m. – 12:15 p.m. Discussion 
 

Questions to address:   
What are the unmet needs for malignant glioma early detection, screening, and 
treatment? 
How can these unmet needs be addressed? 
What projects and resources are needed to address the unmet needs?  
How can early-stage clinical trials generate more reliable evidence of efficacy, 
dosing, and toxicity and foster more understanding of biology? 
How do we raise the level of patient impact with limited funding? Is the field 
changing between VC and pharma? How do we know when to pass the baton? 
How can funders know what rigorous research is worthy of support?  
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What is the clinical outcome important for moving forward? 
What is the potential impact of molecularly defined diagnosis?  
Discussion around therapeutics and clinical trials – trial design/heterogeneity – 
giving patients options that don’t have a shot. 

 
12:15 p.m. – 1:15 p.m. Working Lunch Session 

Lunch available in Viennese Foyer; return to dine in Viennese Ballroom for 
Session 5a 

 
12:30 p.m. – 1:05 p.m. Session 5a: Immune Therapeutics I: Vaccines 

Moderator: Christine Brown, PhD, City of Hope 
 
12:30 p.m. – 12:45 p.m. Therapeutic T cells for gliomas - from vaccines to T cell therapy 

Michael Platten, MD, German Cancer Research Center (DKFZ), University Hospital 
Mannheim, Heidelberg University 

 
12:45 p.m. – 12:55 p.m. Oncolytic biologics reshape the GBM microenvironment 

E. Antonio Chiocca, MD, PhD, Harvard Medical School, Massachusetts General 
Brigham 

 
12:55 p.m. – 1:05 p.m. Discussion 
 Key Question: How do these approaches overcome historical immunotherapy 

failures in malignant gliomas? 
 
1:15 p.m. – 2:15 p.m. Session 5b: Immune Therapeutics I: Vaccines  

Moderator: Christine Brown, PhD, City of Hope 
Viennese Ballroom 

 
1:15 p.m. – 1:23 p.m. SurVaxM: Biomarkers and Long-Term Survival in nGBM 

Michael Ciesielski, PhD, MimiVax 
 
1:23 p.m. – 1:31 p.m.  RNA-based Therapeutics Targeting Malignant Brain Tumors   

Duane Mitchell, MD, PhD, University of Florida, iOncologi 
 
1:31 p.m. – 1:39 p.m.  Therapeutic mRNA cancer vaccines: Challenges and opportunities  
    Elias Sayour, MD, PhD, University of Florida 
 
1:39 p.m. – 1:47 p.m. Cytokine-Enhanced Allogeneic Adoptive Cellular Therapy Augmented by Tumor 

Treating Fields  
Simon Khagi, MD, MBA, Hoag Family Cancer Institute 

 
1:47 p.m. – 1:55 p.m. cDC1-based Therapeutic Vaccination for the Adjuvant Treatment of Glioblastoma 

William K. Decker, PhD, Baylor College of Medicine, Diakonos Oncology 
 
1:55 p.m. – 2:15 p.m. Discussion 
 Key Question: How do these approaches overcome historical vaccine failures in 

malignant gliomas? How are combinatorial approaches anticipated to enhance 
outcomes? 
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2:15 p.m. – 2:25 p.m.  Break 
    Viennese Ballroom Foyer 
 
2:25 p.m. – 3:45 p.m. Session 6: Immune Therapeutics II: Rapid Insights in CAR T Therapy 
 Moderator: Adrian Bot, MD, PhD 
 Viennese Ballroom Foyer 
 
2:25 p.m. – 2:36 p.m.  Next-Generation CAR T Cells for Glioblastoma: Overcoming Barriers to Efficacy 

Christine Brown, PhD, City of Hope 
 
2:36 p.m. – 2:45 p.m. Integrating Tissue-Homing CAR-T Cells with Dendritic Cell Vaccines: Toward Next- 

Generation Immunotherapy for Solid tumors 
    Vanaja Konduri, PhD, Baylor College of Medicine, Diakonos Oncology 
 
2:45 p.m. – 2:56 p.m.  Moving CAR T to solid tumors 

Carl June, MD, Perelman School of Medicine, The University of Pennsylvania 
 
2:56 p.m. – 3:05 p.m.  GBM CAR T 2.0: Multi-Epitope Targeting and the Road to a True Therapy 

Donald M. O’Rourke, MD, Perelman School of Medicine, The University of 
Pennsylvania 

 
3:05 p.m. – 3:14 p.m.  CAR-TEAM in GBM 

Marcela V. Maus, MD, PhD, Massachusetts General Hospital, Harvard Medical 
School  

 
3:14 p.m. – 3:25 p.m.  Developing CAR T cells for pediatric brain tumors 
    Crystal Mackall, MD, Stanford University 
 
3:25 p.m. – 3:45 p.m.  Discussion 

Specific targets are studied frequently. For example, EGFR, IL13Ra2. Why is the 
field excited about these targets? What needs to be changed in targeting them 
for curative outcomes for patients? 
What other actionable targets exist for malignant gliomas?  
How does a researcher have enough conviction about a target to ask patients to 
participate in a clinical trial? 
How do we need to rethink or optimize product design for curative intent? 

 
3:45 p.m. - 3:55 p.m.  Break 
 Viennese Ballroom Foyer 
 
3:55 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Session 7: Integrating Molecular and Imaging Diagnostics 

Moderator: Uri Y. Tabori, MD, The Hospital for Sick Children, University of Toronto 
Viennese Ballroom 

 
3:55 p.m. – 4:06 p.m. Cell-free DNA sequencing for early detection of hereditary cancer 

Trevor Pugh, PhD, University of Toronto 
 
4:06 p.m. – 4:17 p.m.   Dissecting gliomas ecosystems by single-cell and spatial genomic analysis 

Mario L. Suvà, MD, PhD, Massachusetts General Hospital, Harvard Medical School 
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4:17 p.m. – 4:28 p.m. Glioma interception in children and young adults 

Cynthia Hawkins, PhD, MD, The Hospital for Sick Children 
 
4:28 p.m. – 4:39 p.m. Multimodal AI to differentiate tumor progression from treatment effect in GBM 

Bijoy Kundu, PhD, University of Virginia 
 
4:39 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  Discussion 
    What is the potential for earlier detection and molecularly accurate diagnosis? 
 
5:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. Session 8: Breaking Barriers: Cellular, Molecular, and Systemic Dynamics in 

Glioblastoma 
Moderator: Michelle Monje, MD, PhD, Stanford University 

 Viennese Ballroom 
 
5:00 p.m. – 5:11 pm. Identification of Neuroprotective Agents following Radiation Therapy for 

Glioblastoma Using Organoid Models 
    Yusuke Hori, MD, Stanford University 
 
5:11 p.m. – 5:22 p.m.  Sympathetic nerves regulate T cell differentiation in cancer    
    Anna-Maria Globig, DrMed, Allen Institute for Immunology 
 
5:22 p.m. – 5:33 p.m. Inflammation Under Stress: Neutrophils in Cancer Progression 

Mikala Egeblad, PhD, Johns Hopkins University 
 
5:33 p.m. – 5:44 p.m. Microglial Reprogramming as a Therapeutic Avenue in Glioblastoma 

Linda Van Aelst, PhD, Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory 
 
5:44 p.m. – 5:55 p.m. Digital Twins for Malignant Gliomas: Predicting Outcomes and Personalizing 

Therapies 
 David A. Hormuth, II, PhD, Oden Institute for Computational Engineering and 

Sciences, The University of Texas at Austin 
 
5:55 p.m. – 6:06 p.m. Small Patients, Big Impact: Innovation through Collaboration on Behalf of an End-

to-End Data Discovery Ecosystem for Transforming the National Precision 
Medicine Landscape for Pediatric Gliomas 
Adam C. Resnick, PhD, Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia 

 
6:06 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.  Discussion 

Models that work for humans are crucial, along with standardizing protocols and 
data for proper validation of the models being used. What are the steps needed 
to realize these goals? 

 
6:30 p.m. – 6:40 p.m.  Break 
    Viennese Ballroom Foyer 
 
6:40 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.  Roundtable Discussions 
    Viennese Ballroom 
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7:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.  Networking Dinner 
    Quick table highlights from the day 
    Dinner available in Viennese Foyer; return to dine in Viennese Ballroom 
 
 
 
AGENDA: SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2026 
 
7:30 a.m. – 8:15 a.m.       Breakfast 
    Huntington Ballroom I 
 
8:15 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.  Break and Transfer to SU2C Innovation Summit in Georgian Ballroom 
 
8:30 a.m. – 10:25 a.m. Moderator Synthesis and Cross-Session Consensus 
 Georgian Ballroom 
 Moderator: William G. Nelson, MD, PhD, DSc, Johns Hopkins University 
 Panelists: 

Scott A. Armstrong, MD, PhD, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 
Bradley E. Bernstein, MD, PhD, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, Harvard Medical 
School 
Nicholas Butowski, MD, University of California at San Francisco 

 Christine Brown, PhD, City of Hope 
 Michelle Monje, MD, PhD, Stanford University 
 

Moderators to highlight 2–3 actionable opportunities per session 
 

9:15 a.m. – 10:25 a.m. Discussion and Next Steps 
 
10:25 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.  Closing Remarks 
 William G. Nelson, MD, PhD, DSc, Johns Hopkins University 
 
10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. Break 
 Georgian Ballroom Foyer 
 
11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Lunch  
    Viennese Ballroom and Terrace 

 


