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Jenny C. Chang, M.D. serves as president and CEO of the Houston 
Methodist Academic Institute and executive vice president and 

chief academic officer of Houston Methodist. She leads the system’s academic enterprise, 
spanning research, education, innovation, and the translation of scientific discoveries into 
advances in patient care. She also holds a professorship in medicine at Weill Cornell Medical 
College. 

 
Prior to this role, Dr. Chang served as executive director of the Houston Methodist Dr. Mary and 
Ron Neal Cancer Center, where she advanced the center’s research and clinical programs and 
strengthened its focus on innovation in cancer care. Internationally recognized for her work in 
breast cancer, Dr. Chang has made significant contributions to the understanding of tumor-initiating 
cells, including their resistance to chemotherapy and the mechanisms that make them difficult to 
target therapeutically. 

 
Her research continues to focus on improving outcomes for patients with aggressive breast 
cancers, including metaplastic and triple-negative breast cancers, with emphasis on inflammatory 
pathways such as inducible nitric oxide. She is also collaborating with fellow physician-scientists 
on the development of a cancer vaccine with the potential to open new approaches to cancer 
treatment and prevention. 

 
Under Dr. Chang’s leadership, the Academic Institute is strengthening Houston Methodist’s clinical 
and translational research portfolio, expanding education and training, and advancing areas of 
innovation that will shape the future of academic medicine. Her work reflects a commitment to 
building programs that connect scientific discovery, clinical excellence, and the next generation of 
physician-scientists. 

 
Dr. Chang is a mentor to clinician-scientists and a role model for women in medicine. She brings a 
rare combination of scientific rigor, clinical insight, and executive leadership to Houston Methodist’s 
mission of improving lives through discovery, education, and exceptional patient care. 
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