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Laura K. Shawver, Ph.D. is President and Chief Executive 
Officer of Birdseye Therapeutics, developing TENON™ antibody 
therapies.  Before joining Birdseye, Shawver served as President 
and CEO of Capstan Therapeutics (acquired by AbbVie in 2025), 
developing in vivo CAR-T technologies; Silverback Therapeutics 
(acquired by ARS Pharma in 2022), which utilized the 

 ImmunoTAC™ platform for cancer treatments; and Synthorx (acquired by Sanofi in 2020), which 
used synthetic biology to tune receptor pharmacology of cytokines for cancer therapy. Earlier in 
her career, she was CEO of Cleave Biosciences and Phenomix Corporation, and President of 
SUGEN, Inc. (acquired by Pharmacia), which focused on kinases and their role in cancer growth 
and survival. Her work elucidating the role of the VEGF receptor in tumor angiogenesis led to the 
development of a new class of drugs, including Sutent, marketed by Pfizer for kidney and stomach 
cancer. Shawver received her doctorate in Pharmacology from the University of Iowa and 
completed postdoctoral training at the University of Virginia Cancer Center and in the Department 
of Hematology and Oncology, Jewish Hospital at Washington University.  She also serves as 
Board Chair for Adcendo ApS and Azalea Therapeutics, and as a Director of ARS 
Pharmaceuticals and Dovetail Therapeutics. 
  
Diagnosed with ovarian cancer in 2006, Shawver founded the nonprofit Clearity Foundation (now 
part of OCRA) to help women access genomic analyses to prioritize treatment options. Shawver 
serves on the board of OCRA and Life Science Cares San Diego.  

 


