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Dr. Richard Gaynor is currently President and Chief, Research 
and Development, at BioNTech US.  Dr. Gaynor joined Neon 

Therapeutics in 2016 as President of Research and Development and 
continued his career there following their merger with BioNTech US. Prior 

to joining Neon, Dr. Gaynor was Senior Vice President of Global Product Development and 
Medical Affairs at Lilly Oncology. In total, he spent 15 years in senior roles at Lilly Oncology 
where he led preclinical and early clinical oncology research, directed the biomarker and 
research groups, and served on key company portfolio review committees.  Prior to that he 
served on the faculty at University of Texas Southwestern Medical School, where he served as 
the Chief of the Division of Hematology-Oncology and Director of the Simmons Cancer Center. 
Dr. Gaynor holds an M.D. from the University of Texas Southwestern Medical School and, 
following his residency in internal medicine there, he completed fellowship training in 
hematology-oncology at the UCLA School of Medicine where he served on the clinical and 
research faculty for several years. Dr. Gaynor serves on several boards and committees 
including The Damon Runyon Cancer Research Foundation, AACR, Alkermes and Zai Lab. 

 


